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Minutes from the CTE Advisory Committee Meeting 
April 2, 2007 

 
Attendees 
Alan Mettling – Barton County Community College 
Lee Allard – Butler Community College 
Mike Tonn – Hutchinson Community College  
Jeanie Sutton – Flint Hills Technical College 
Mary Lawless – Kansas City Kansas Area Technical School 
Sue Sanford – Kansas City Kansas Area Technical School 
Donna Shawn – Kansas City Kansas Area Technical School 
Randy Rowe – Kaw Area Technical School 
Linda Wilson – Kaw Area Technical School 
Judy Heidrick – North Central Kansas Technical College 
Amy Dulac – Northeast Kansas Technical College 
Melodie Christal – Washburn University 
Dianne Graves – Washburn University 
Mark Dechand – Kansas Board of Regents 
Colleen Denney – Kansas Board of Regents 
Kurt Gunnell – Kansas Board of Regents 
Rita Johnson – Kansas Board of Regents 
Kathyrne Mueller – Kansas Board of Regents 
Dawn Ressel – Kansas Board of Regents 
 
 
The IR Advisory Committee Meeting was held on Monday, April 2, 2007 from 10:00 am 
to 2:00 pm in the Kathy Rupp Conference Room at the Kansas Board of Regents office.  
The topic of the meeting was the upcoming merge of the CaTERS data collection into the 
KSPSD Academic Year collection.  Advisory Committee members from State 
Universities did not attend, as those institutions do not participate in the CaTERS 
collections.   
 
Merge Overview 
Dawn Ressel started the meeting by explaining that, beginning with KBOR data 
collections this summer, there will no longer be a CaTERS collection.  Student data will 
be submitted only once – to the KSPSD project, and Program data will be submitted only 
once – to the Program Inventory project. This consolidation was always in the long-term 
plan.  This summer is an appropriate time to “throw the switch” due to Perkins IV 
legislation (which would require significant changes to the CaTERS collections system), 
and due to the increased time spent at KBOR and at each institution in reconciling data 
between the collections.   The time period to complete the change is very limited, due in 
large part to delays in receiving final definitions and guidance from the federal 
government on Perkins IV implementation.   
 
Dawn noted that previously, Perkins core indicators were calculated at the state level.  If 
one Kansas institution underperformed in an area, there was always an opportunity that 
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other institutions could balance that with better results, allowing the state as a whole to 
meet its indicator percentage.  With Perkins IV, each institution will have target 
percentages for the core indicators, and the data submitted to KSPSD will be used for 
core indicator calculation.  Therefore, it is extremely important that institutions 
understand and correctly identify CTE students in KSPSD their submissions.  Failure to 
do so will impact core indicator calculations and may prevent the institution from 
meeting its negotiated percents, which, in turn, will affect funding.  
 
The group reviewed a flow chart showing an overview of the system merge (see 
Appendix 1).  Information from many of the CaTERS files is already found in another 
data collection or will no longer be needed. 
 
Notes: 
• CaTERS Students Flags and Student Follow-Up files will be added to KSPSD 

collection. 
• It is critical that the Perkins Eligible and Pell Recipient fields be properly flagged in 

KSPSD.  They will be used to determine Perkins funding.  
• The KSPSD file Institutional Majors will no longer be collected.  This information 

will come from the Program Inventory system instead. 
 
CaTERS / KSPSD Field Crosswalk 
Next, a crosswalk between CaTERS and KSPSD was reviewed (See Appendix 2).  Every 
field that was part of the CaTERS collection is mapped to where it is proposed to be 
collected in KSPSD (or a notation that the field will no longer be collected). 
 
Notes: 
• The Program Name field (which will be now found in the Program Inventory 

project, and possibly in the KSPSD Declared Majors file) should reflect your 
institutional name for the program.  It should be the same as listed in the institutional 
catalogue.  Parenthetical notes (for campus/location or award, e.g.) should be omitted. 

• It is being proposed that that only students be flagged for Tech Prep, and not 
programs.  The Tech Prep flag (for students) will likely be added to the Student 
Flags file.  

• Three fields, CIP, Program Code, and Major Description, may need to be added to 
KSPSD Declared Majors file.  

• The Student Level field will not be necessary in itself, but we will need to be able to 
identify 07 / 09 students.  

• Completer’s GPA will be found in the KSPSD Completions file.  This should be the 
students total GPA, NOT just GPA from technical courses. 

• In the Student Flags file, the Academically Disadvantaged flag will no longer be 
collected.  

• For the CaTERS Student Status field, Completers and Enrolled can be identified by 
finding the student in the KSPSD Completions file and the KSPSD Fall collection, 
respectively.  KSPSD may need an additional field to identify Leavers and Met Goal.  
KBOR IR will further research. 
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Perkins IV Definitions and Core Indicators 
Rita Johnson shared the latest Perkins IV information from the Federal government (see 
Appendix 3) and the group discussed the on-campus and Postsecondary database 
availability of each key item required by Perkins IV legislation (see Appendix 4).   
Perkins IV postsecondary definitions and core indicators are thought to be pretty well 
finalized.   
 
Definition – CTE Participant 
• Only the Gender Non-traditional core indicator (5P1) looks at “Participants”.  All 

other core indicators look at “Concentrators.” 
• Students who earn 1 credit in a CTE program area are considered Participants.   
• How these students will be matched to a program in Program Inventory is still an 

outstanding issue. Often, a single course will be part of multiple programs. Which 
would the student match? 

• The KSPSD field Perkins Eligible in the Student Status file will be used to identify 
participants. Students will be flagged as “Participant”, “Concentrator” or “Neither”. 
Students who meet the criteria of both a participant and a concentrator should be 
flagged as a concentrator. 

 
 
Definition - CTE Concentrator 
• Kansas will use only CTE credits (not academic credits) to determine concentrator 

status.  
• CTE Credits must be in a sequence or program area (as opposed to a student who 

samples CTE credits from various programs). 
• Because KBOR does not currently have a process in place to approve programs of 

less than 16 hours, the State’s transition year plan proposes to change the language of 
this definition for the transition year to: 

“A postsecondary /adult student who: (1) completes at least 12 CTE credits within 
a single program area sequence that is comprised of 16 or more academic and 
technical credits and terminates in the award of an industry-recognized credential, 
a certificate, or a degree or; (2) completes a short-term CTE program sequence of 
less than 16 credit units that terminates in an industry-recognized credential, a 
certificate, or degree. 

• It was agreed that the timeframe for accumulating the 12 CTE credits required for 
Concentrator status should be 3 years (the current year and the previous two years).    
For 2006/2007 students, the 12 credits may be earned in the 2006/2007 year, 
2005/2006 year and/or the 2004/2005 year. 

• CaTERS “07/09”students  
° Submission of 07/09 students is required during the transition year.   
° 07/09 students must be enrolled in a program (sequence of courses) of less than 

16 credit hours that will lead to certification.  These programs are referred to as 
Certificates of Completion by KBOR.  

° KBOR staff will develop an approval process for Certificate of Completion 
programs, and to work with institutions to update the Program Inventory system 
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to include these programs.  The goal is to complete this in time for the AY 
collection this summer. 

° A student who simply takes one computer class to brush up on skills, for example, 
is NOT an 07/09 student. 

• Identification of Concentrators should be done thoughtfully.  Once a student is 
identified as a Concentrator, follow up will be required.  
° The institution will have to determine for each student whether the 12 CTE credits 

are in the same program area. 
° Some institutions capture statements of intent, and some programs have formal 

acceptance policies, both of which could be helpful in determining Concentrator 
status. 

• The KSPSD field Perkins Eligible in the Student Status file will be used to identify 
concentrators.  

 
 
Student Status Identification (Completer / Deceased / Leaver / Met Goal / Enrolled) 
• Completers will be submitted as part of the KSPSD Completions file. 
• Students can be flagged as deceased in the KSPSD Students Status Student Level 

field. 
• Enrolled students will be identified by searching the following year’s KSPSD Fall 

Census Day collection. 
• Met Goal students have received either a Certificate of Completion or an industry 

based credential. 
° Students who received a Certificate of Completion will be included in the KSPSD 

Completions file.  
° Certificates of Completion will soon be added to the Program Inventory system. 
° Students who received an industry recognized credential will be flagged in a new 

KSPSD field. 
• Leavers will be identified by analyzing all other student status categories. 

 
Core Indicator – 1P1: Technical Skill Attainment 
• Kansas is still in the process of identifying technical skill assessment tools that are 

valid and reliable.  Occupational checklists used by instructors are not appropriate for 
this measure.   

• Currently, the only valid and reliable tools available are skill evaluations administered 
by outside parties – Microsoft certification or Nursing Board licensure exams, for 
example.  

• Institutions must determine how to collect and track this information on campus. 
° Self reporting by students may be the only way to do so at first. 
° Some credential-granting bodies (Board of Nursing, e.g.) release information back 

to institutions on an individual or an aggregated basis.  The Board may have to 
appeal to these groups on behalf of institutions to obtain this information.   

• CTE staff will compile a list of entities that are known to administer these types of 
evaluation in Kansas.   

• Institutions are requested to submit the following information to CTE staff: 
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° Names of the exams and administering parties currently used by their 
students  

° Whether the results are returned to the institution by the administering 
entity or self-reported by the student 

° If results are returned to the institution, whether they returned in aggregate 
or by individual student 

• Institutions also decided that they would like to continue to submit competencies.  
Fields will be added to the KSPSD collection to accommodate this. 

 
Core Indicator 2P1: Credential, Certificate or Diploma 
• The postsecondary database could be used to identify transfers.  The amount of 

information KBOR is able to return to institutions is limited. 
° Institutions may have information on transfers to out-of-state and private 

institution that a postsecondary database search could not identify. 
° For the first several years, institutions will identify known transfer students.  

KBOR IR will use the postsecondary database to identify transfers to Kansas 
public institutions, and will compare to institutional data.   

° KBOR will research the possibility of searching the postsecondary database for 
transfers, and returning to the institutions information on students that were NOT 
found.  Then the institution would then know for which students it would have to 
provide known transfer information.  

• Outstanding Issue: are there industry recognized credentials that fall outside the “3rd 
party evaluation” used in 1P1? 

 
Core Indicator 3P1: Student Retention or Transfer 
• Concentrators who transfer to another 2- or 4-year institution are now counted with 

students who remained enrolled. 
• Rita has asked for clarification from OVAE on the exclusion of students who enroll in 

January and become Concentrators by years’ end. 
 
Core Indicator 4P1: Student Placement 
• Follow up is always a look at the second quarter following the program year in 

which the student left. 
° Doesn’t matter when the student actually left or when the program actually ended. 
° The second quarter following the end of the program year will be the same for all 

students. 
• Previously, Perkins IV included proposals to follow up at various intervals (4 quarters 

after, etc.).  These have been dropped.  The second quarter following the end of the 
program year will be the only follow up period required. 

• KBOR has been working with the Department of Labor to gain access to employment 
information, but this process has stalled over privacy issues.  KBOR will continue to 
pursue this information, but institutions should proceed with surveys and other follow 
up as usual. 

 
Core Indicators 5P1 and 5P2: Nontraditional Participation and Completion 
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Á The first gender nontraditional measurement (5P1), is the only measure based on 
participants rather than concentrators. 

 
Additional Discussion 
 
Identification of CTE students in KSPSD 
 
• To be included in the counts for Pell Allocation the following must occur: 

1. Student Status field Perkins Eligible  = ‘Y’ 
2. Enrolled Hours field Pell Recipient = ‘Y’ 
3. Declared Majors fields Program Code & Award & Award Level must match to 

a record in Program Inventory 
4. That record in Program Inventory must be flagged as CTE Approved = ‘Y’ 
5. A Program Verification form showing lead instructor must have been submitted 

to KBOR CTE staff. 
• The Student Status field Perkins Eligible will be used to determine whether the 

student is included in core indicator calculations. It was noted again that core 
indicators will now have consequence at the institutional level, as each institution will 
negotiate for indicator targets.   

• Once a student is flagged as a Concentrator, follow up is required. 
• The KSPSD “Pell Recipient” flag should be set to ‘Y’ if a student received Pell grant 

for that term, regardless of whether the student is considered a Concentrator.  
 
Timing of Collections 
2006/2007 data will be collected in the summer of 2007. 
Institutional follow up (surveys, etc.) occurs in late Fall 2007. 
The 2007 Fall Census Day collection will occur in Nov/Dec of 2007. 
The Follow Up file will be collected in Feb/Mar 2008. 
Core indicators will need to be calculated before negotiations for the following year.  
Does this timing work? 
 
Data Review 
A two-lock process was discussed as a way to try to encourage both the user in the 
IR/data role and the user in the CTE coordinator role to review KSPSD collections.   
Since funding will be affected, it is important that the CTE staff verify correct 
identification of CTE students.  Committee members felt that a two-lock process would 
not force either party to properly review the data.  A two-lock process will not be pursued 
at this time. 
 
Program Inventory 
• KBOR Academic Affairs, CTE, and IR staff have been working with each institution 

to create a complete list of programs in program inventory. 
• CIP code alignment has been a part of this process.  There have been significant 

changes to CIP codes. KSPSD users will need to familiarize themselves with the 
Programs and CIPs in Program Inventory and ensure that KSPSD information can be 
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linked to Program Inventory by using the KEY FIELDS of Program Code / Award 
/ Award Level.  The KSPSD edit routine will check for this match. 

• Program Inventory contains a CTE Approved field which must be flagged for each 
program matched to a CTE student.   

• KBOR IR will continue to work with institutions to add the Certificate of 
Completions programs (CaTERS “07/09” programs) to Program Inventory. 

• At this meeting, each institution received the most current copy of its Program 
Inventory for CTE programs.   

• Sometimes, community colleges will have two different tracts for the same program – 
a technical tract and a transfer tract.  These will be listed separately in Program 
Inventory.  The technical tract will have the technical CIP and will show an award of 
AAS.  All transfer tracts will have the Gen Ed CIP of 24.0101 (no matter what the 
area of study), and have an award of AS/AA/AGS.  Transfer tracts will all have the 
same CIP, but will be differentiated from each other by use of the Major and Major 
Description fields. 

•  KSPSD will have to be able to accommodate a student who changes from a CTE to a 
non-CTE major.  This may be accomplished by requiring a record for each in the 
KSPSD Declared Majors file.   

• A concentrator who changes from a CTE to a non-CTE major is considered a “leaver” 
in the CTE program. 

• The KSPSD Declared Majors file will also have to show a description for the “major” 
= field of study for transfer students. 

 
KSPSD / CaTERS Comparison Report 
At this meeting, each institution received a copy of a comparison report (also distributed 
at the CEE conference) showing a comparison of student counts by program.  KSPSD 
counts are expected to be higher than CaTERS counts due to the CaTERS 50% rule.  
However, KSPSD counts where the Perkins Eligible Flag = Yes should be virtually 
identical to the CaTERS counts. 
 
Next Meeting 
The next Advisory Committee meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 16, 2007, from 
10:00 am – 2:00 pm in the Kathy Rupp conference room at the Board of Regents offices.   
 



 
 

CaTERS Tables 
 

Student Flags 
Student Follow-up         Student Enrollment 
 

 Student Data 
Program Data         Pell count 
Instructor Data Educational Sites Data

 
 

Program length - Credit hours (CH) 
 
CH < 15 - Cert. of Achievement 
 
16 < CH < 59 - Techn. 
Certificates 
 
60 < = CH - Associate Degrees  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Program length - Credit hours (CH) 
 
CH <= 15 - Cert. of Completion 
 
16 < CH < 59 - Techn. Certificates 
 
60 < = CH - Associate Degrees  

Linking Fields 
 
1. Perkins Eligible 
2. Pell Count Eligible 

KSPSD 
system 

Program 
Inventory  
System 
 

Kansas Board of Regents 
March 2007 

                  Files integrating CaTERS data  
 
Student Information 
Enrolled Hours 
Student Status 
Completions 
Declared Majors 
Campus 

Files that will not be modified  
 
New Undergraduate 
Transfer 
CEP Faculty

New Files to be added  
 
Student Follow-up  
Student Flags  
 

Program Code 
Award 
Award Level 

KSPSD Fields PI Fields 
Program Code 
Award 
Award Level 

Program 
Verification 
form 
(lead instructor)   

Program 
Verification 
form 
(lead instructor)   

Perkins Core 
Indicators 
Reports 

Files to be removed 
 
Institutional Majors 

KSPSD 

Appendix 1
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CaTERS File CaTERS Field New Location Notes 
Educational 
Sites 

Site Code KSPSD: Campus Code 
field in Campus File 

• Campus file submission is optional  

 Site Name KSPSD: Campus 
Name field in 
Campus File 

• Campus file submission is optional  

 Site City Deleted  
 Site State Deleted  
Instructor 
Data 

Instructor SSN Deleted  

 Instructor Last 
Name 

Deleted  

 Instructor First 
Name 

Deleted  

 Instructor 
Middle Initial 

Deleted  

 Instructor Sex Deleted  
 Instructor Race Deleted  
 CIP Program Verification 

Form / PI 
• Program Inventory and a Program 

Verification Form must be kept up 
to date. Edits will be performed 
against these sources.  

 Lead Instructor 
Flag 

Program Verification 
Form / PI 

• Lead Instructor will need to be 
identified each year in either 
Program Verification Form or 
Program Inventory 

 Program 
Number 

Deleted  

 Program Level Program Verification 
Form / PI 

• Program Inventory and a Program 
Verification Form must be kept up 
to date. Edits will be performed 
against these sources.  

Program Data Educational Site 
Code 

Deleted  

 CIP Program Verification 
Form / PI 

• Program Inventory and a Program 
Verification Form must be kept up 
to date. Edits will be performed 
against these sources.  

 Program 
Number 

Deleted  

 Program Name Program Verification 
Form / PI 

• Program Name will only be 
collected on Program Verification 
Forms and Program Inventory. A 
link must exist between KSPSD 
students and these sources, like CIP  
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CaTERS File CaTERS Field New Location Notes 
 Program Level Program Verification 

Form / PI 
• Program Inventory and a Program 

Verification Form must be kept up 
to date. Edits will be performed 
against these sources.  

 Program Start 
Date 

Deleted  

 Program End 
Date 

Deleted  

 Program Hours Program Verification 
Form / PI 

• Program Inventory and a Program 
Verification Form must be kept up 
to date. Edits will be performed 
against these sources.  

 Program Hours 
Type 

Deleted • Starting with 2006-2007 
enrollments, only credit hours will 
be accepted in PI or student 
submissions.  

 Tech Prep Flag Deleted?? • At this point possibly only students 
will be identified as Tech Prep but 
more research is required.  

Student Data Student SSN KSPSD: SSN field in 
Students Info file 

 

 Student ID KSPSD: Student ID 
field in Students Info 
file 

 

 Student Last 
Name 

KSPSD: Last Name 
field in Students Info 
file 

 

 Student First 
Name 

KSPSD: First Name 
field in Students Info 
file 

 

 Student Middle 
Initial 

KSPSD: Middle Initial 
field in Students Info 
file 

 

 Student Sex KSPSD: Sex field in 
Students Info file 

 

 Student 
Race/Ethnicity 

KSPSD: Primary 
Ethnicity field in 
Students Info file 

• Pending implementation of new 
IPEDS race categories 

 Student Date of 
Birth 

KSPSD: Date of Birth 
field in Students Info 
file 

• Uses same format YYYYMMDD 

Student 
Enrollment 

Educational Site 
Code 

KSPSD: Campus Code 
field in Enrolled 
Hours (AY) or 

• Optional field 


